In the next to the last revision of the Report on the Virgin Islands
by the National Resources Planning Board, the establishment was recommended
of e "Public Park and Beach with dressing and picnic facilities at Magens
Bay for all the people. v

That statement was written after I had talked over the matter with repre-
sentatives of the Board and I approve of it in principle,

In the final repert now completed, this opinion is modified, presumably
due to existing conditions, and stress is laid upon financial considerations
and the large outlays required for more necessary and practical public needs
ot which 1t is only necessary to mention a modern Hospital and a new High
School, This attitude which -has much to justify it does not in any way
affect my belief that the Magens Bay site can be made one of the most' attrac—
tive of its kind in the West Indies, Such a developgent however in order to
reap the benefit of all the natural advantages would be not only a very con-
siderablé undertaking, but also would require careful preparatory study and
planning.

Before going any further, I would like to review briefly my relation—
ship with the property., For several years before I bought Magens Bay Estate
from Dr, Mortensen in 1927 I had wanted-~like most other people--a piece of
land on the shore of the Bay with a strip connecting it with Louisenhoj. Such
a sale would have injured his estate and he very rightly declined to consider
it, having long previously decided to dispose .of all his land as an entirety,
1 did not want to assume all the labor and resporisibility that I foresaw its
ownership would involve and only did so when ‘a decision became nccessary be-
cause of his return to Copenhagen. .. ~ = ' - 3

Another consideration that influenced me”greatly was my hope that I could
preserve the extraordinary combination of the beauty of the bay and its sur-
rounding hills. To allow these slopes to bedeprived of their well wooded
covering; to treat them otherwise than according to a general plan; or to

utilize them for any commercial -purpose:would have resulted, I believed, in the

loss by our Island of one of its greatest assets.

So with these principles in view the work then commenced and continued °
up to now, has been bagsed. = You and all who are acquainted with the results
will, I trust, agree that the changes made have enhanced the beauty of the
setting, Very few St, Thomians know that the.view from the Drake Seat is—-
in the opinion of many travelers—-much more beautiful than a similar one near
Honolulu called the Pali, which all tourists must perforce visit,

To continue the story of the Estates The day after the purchase was closed,
T lot it be lnown that its Westermost part amounting to 263 acres was for salc.
Parcels of it had been ronted mostly to people of* French descent, and had been
cultivated by them in soms cases for long periods, but as yet no permanent
houscs had been built there, This operation took seven months to complete,
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ibout the szame time I deeded to the Municipality a plot of Zand in Lere
kenlund containing the best 1living spring in that Estate. This transfer
solved many problems of management and the spring has been of inestimablc
vslue to the surrounding community. ‘

During this period a small parcel of land in the same region situated
upon the central ridgs of the Island was improved, fenced and named "The
Outlook". It commands on the North, South and East one of the very fincst
views in the West Indies and under my will becomesthe property of the Munici~
pality. To make it accessible a strip of land from the Chapel at Mafolie all
the way up to The Qutlook was given to the Municipality. This strip, since
increased in width and extended in another direction to the Lerkenlund Estate
line changed an old footpath into a public road, one portion of which is today
the eastern ond of the St, Peter Mountain Road.

But the portion of thc road up to ‘The- Outlook commencing at the entrance
to Dr. Corey's house and leading up the hill has evor since, although grate-
fully acknowledged by the authorities, been left entirely unimproved in any
way whatsocver, 2lthough several lots on its south side have becen sold for
building sites. The rough footpath, which is the only means of transit has
perforce to be cleared of bush by the natives.who cpltivate the lend on be-
yond, with occasional help by my employees. "1 mention these facts not only
for the record and the benefit of the landowners but also because the diffi=
culty of reaching The Outlook caused by this 15 years of neglect has de-
prived the public of the enjoyment of a great pleasurs, This road should be
included in any work now contemplated and is Ffurther desirable as it would,
if extended, form a valuable circumferential connection with the Solberg road
on an almost level grade.

In the summer of 1939 not -many of us dreamed ‘that a -second world war was
approaching, when on July 24, nearly ~ four  years ago,. the people of the
Island were deprived of their only public pathing facilities al Mosquito Bay
without any substitute having been procured. This ection was in reality the
result of one of the early steps in the defence of the Caribbean, The situa-
tion seemed to me to be SO regrettable thab I informed thse public on the same
day by newspaper notices that permits for the usso of the beach at Magens Bay

would thereafter be issued only to permanent residents of the Island: . This

action was taken'out-of.sympathymforzthosecwho unablo to- maks, private bothing
arrangements or denied access to -other ‘facilities, found themselves deprived

of the enjoyment in their own right, of the waters surrounding the Island.

From that timec on all official efforts to decide upon a new beach have
been fruitless. One especially thorough investigation, made by a representa-
tive committee of which Mr., Bornn was Chairmen covered all possible beaches,
but no action resulted, This report, so far as I am aware, was seecn by but
few and is today merely part of a bulky file, In fact the use of the Gregerie
Beach was the final recommendation of the 1939 committee, provided its physi-
cal condition could be remedied.

Magens Bay in the meantime has been enjoyed--on holidays sometimes by hun-
dreds of people—-with but limited restrictions, while the work of improvement
and maintenance has continued, but I have often felt that my well meant action
in 1939 has postponed rather than hastened the solution of the problem,
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ne fir Jisite is & surve and plﬂnﬁinAordér'to show in detail,first,
the wigieii;ZE,rggimilthe nost fav&iablw distributign—of'n9ceszargei;£ugtggz§
and lastly, the fature possibilities. 1t was, ; thlnk,‘prlor dzt' : *hw;; ;
that I first discussed,thissmnttergwitthr,@W§%153Tb“t1““r’°°n 1§§5 ;
nitherto made it impossille for hin to considet the matter serio?s Ve

; preliminar, éte s scen Lo be the construction of a new road from &
poin;Tii g;;lﬁf:seni BayPRoad running thence down to ?he.southcrn end.of the.
level land, This jnvolves the erecticn;ofAa_short;brldgefover_the main drain-
age outlet, 2t which point & simple~pdmping~arrpngament.cculd dispose of the
surplus water from the drainage area to the?easﬁ,,reduce the average'lavel of -
the water table and graatly‘diminish the occasional annoyance caused by mos-
quitos and sand flies. 2390 : i

It is not difficult &6 imagine what might gradually be added:- a suit-
able pier at tho fool of the prescnt;bayfroadggthe necessary bath houses and
other accommodations, & row, of cabanas facing ‘the peach; a shaded picmic

the big Canazn OT. ugalt" Gut
might produce 2 water supply; Otherggttractrvqifeaturaa’which could later be
added come readily to mind and theirfndmber'héad'not~baﬁlimited if the time
in which to supply and pay for them“isyunlimitad. e _

It is probably wiser however toﬂcbnsiderﬁthe.present 1ack;éfl§m&erials and’
gasolinc and the slim chance of obtaining prioritiGS'for‘whatfisgdbviously 3
non-essential, But even so We can take satisfaction in the thought that delay

will-give us oppdrtunity'tohplan“solid&foundations and by thinking things
through avoid errors, :1 3‘ : R gy, - R, e NEL
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We might also to advantage havingvlisﬁéa the attractions, take up some of
the featurcs which have to be giyen"serious%and'caroful‘consideration.

The rights of existing tenantsfhave'tovﬁéfrespecﬁed,ﬂfirsﬁ?the u.s. :
Government ,next those of the Picara Point Club with an unexpired lease on that
portion north of the road and last but' not=least  those of the fishermen and
bont owners who pay rent for the use of portions’ of the strand and supply us
with part of the food we 50 much noed, just’as the beach has been used back
to the days of the Carib Ind;ans,traces~cf whoia are

' : seattered about this very
area, and finally the prosent owner who for sentimental rcasons would like to
retain a portion of 1and at the southern end which he desired originally.

Then there are the footpaths leading up from tho south end to the Mafolle
and Louisenhoj districts which used, who knows how long, require public regula-
tions and maintcnance, ' TR v
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Also as regards the shore line just what is the actual legal status of
the law in the Virgin Islands a5 to the respective rights of owners of coastal
lands and the public? Whatever they are, they must neeqs apply gqually to all
the coast line ang they apparently need clarification,

Another digression at, this point may perhaps be permissible: St, Thopasg
has been for over 250 years a well known ang cosmopolitan port, offering its
hospitality gladly from the days ot bucaneers to those of burcaucrats and it
should be kept in mind that while oup streets arec today thronged by these who
brotect us and the aliens who have helped us with their labor, the time will
tome when flocks of tourists will again be passing through and will Jeave morc
money behind them the more attractions we can offer; after the war also there
vill be miny “ho will desire to come hers to live in quiet retircment Today
We are put to it to raise part of our @ food and we have long sought, with
only partial success, to find a product we could raise as a cash export crop,
"hen normal times return, needed products of every kind will flow in ns before
and to pay for them we will then discover that our climate and scenic boeauty
are our best though intangible uvxports, - '

But to come back to the present day, The shore fronting on East Gregerie
Channel was once an attractive bathing place. It is near enough now and can
be brought closer by a road along the. shore which I ag assured wiil be obtain-
able, I belicve that with the removal of' the two nuisances now there, which
is imperztive in any case, it can be restored satisfactorily and all traces
of its previous use destroyed sooner than is feared by some,

orie Channel. He has furthep stated that the Navy is prepared to assist in the
transportation of sand to the propesed beach along Crown Bay Northwest of
Careen Hill, * el ek ¢, Flm.
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acceszzbiiifi 233?22:% Sfiﬁiiﬁtt§§§1§hgs2¢§§b¥h§ more pressing need, and that
if the future development of Magens Bay .can be assured, efforts shou}d now be
concentrated upon procuring the other, for as time has gone on restrictions
of which we all are aware have increased, and if more delay occurs all opportu~
nity of obtaining any nearby. spot may be lost, o
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It is therefore my suggostion that'the”use’of'ﬁagens Bay bs continued as
at present, with such alterations in conditions and management as may ?e
feasible, Due to population and other changes it has become more ?lfflcult
to preserve order and decency especially on holidays and same action nust be

taken,

While the survey and planning work is being done agd pr9bably much de-
layed, the future of the property as regards its operation will have to be

considered,

Personally, it is not'my fixed intention to remmin pe;mapently the owner
of this spot, so favored by nature, nor do I wish to exploit it for ny own
personal benefit,

On the other hand, I should be strongly inclined ?o do ever;th%ng §os; o
sible to prevent any one person, or class, or element in the comaunity fro

doing,
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There is however a method of accomplishing this objective that appeals
to me as one that might afford gensral satisi’actlon. , ’

Roughly, it would be based upon’ the tra.nsfcr,, as my contribution towards
the project, of the land in question as then delimited, fres and clear to a
- self perpetuating, probably incorporated body, In 'l‘rust, organized in such
form as may be deemed best by our legal :f.'riends. A

y 'fﬁ¥?7
The arca mentioned would con’oain at leasb.quhev,Pa.rk and a portion of the

gut if needed; most of the shore -frontage. and;Coconut Grove and ample space
for roads, parking facilities, drainage e_nd wa.tcrf?‘*s

Certain essential features would bo includr»d",in ’cha necessary documen‘bs »
waich would spccifg as primary requirements the preservation of the natural
becuty of the neighborhood," *the "ovmership' and-sigh'bfliness of all bui—}-,dings %
and other structures,etc, - -

The deed would state. 'bha'b ‘the" property. dicated to 'the bénefit and
enjoymeat of the inhabitants of the:Virgin Islands. of ttx@ United States in
perpeLuity, without discrimination ‘of a.nyhkind by.. redson of race » color or
creed, S :

The bodw previously: mentioned would undoubtedly - ccmposed of a group of
public snirited citizens including cartainly somo_officials in office s and its
represcatative character’ and’ permanenca -of.. emme would place it apart *‘“h‘om the
stream of passing events: - -7, - ;

The far reaching plan a.lrea.dy skatched’ ~.wouJ.d call for a gradual but
ultimately a sizeable investment in plant and upkeep.. . Only:if the project
were thoroughly approved by public’ opinion, end: suppcrted and patronized by
all classes in the community could it be‘a success and: in;bhat event The
Municipal Council, which holds:the ‘purse,: caniI am sure, be’ counted. uponito
provide the funds nceded to supply thc ‘fee.ture démanded by 't ha pub:l.ic.

To turn such a nicture :Ln’oo a realltyx;ia ‘notiam aasy task nor a: short
onc. Social and other similsr considerations will have to be weighed and
adjusted. .To_ald and promote.if will neec},,‘ih Uniteod. efforts of all and the
cooperstion of our institutions: and oPganiza 1ona:-3ducatimeeIi§1‘cus 3
Cheritable, :Athletic end youth, movemnts ;?f everykind-—-Boy Scoubs ’ etc.J

Faced with the uncerta.inties and obl.tga:bionswf “bhe'present da,y i’c. migh‘r,
well be-felt that a more unfa.vora.ble time*i ;umching such ‘a project svcould
hardly be imagined. A

I suggost however that if i‘irst we make ‘surciof. the Gregerie Baach and
then with good will and practical methods saek %o apply the plan herec-des-
ceribed, we may feel that to. soma cxbcnt wa have hclped to bu:!.ld 'bhe better
world we hope to live in. ; gk :

June 25, 1943s

PP
Rel”ro & A

\
O A et T T

BN T S

b=t § PR 4

e

B

”,
i, 4

3 %
S
PR 4

=
't




